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But Kennedy Gets Detailed
Reﬁorts on Negotiations—
Final Cost Still Uncertain
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r MAX FRANKEL
s;;ccm to The New York Times
WASHINGTON Oct,
The Federal Government
understood _to\.;.hse
help pay the ransom for 1,11
prisoners, takfn in last year’
unsuccessful ihvasion of Cuba.
This came §p light ' tonight
after it was indicated that the
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Administration was playing af

considetrable though unacknowl
edged role -in nggoﬁatmns to
ransom the men,

Officially, t}le White House
State Department Jusnce De-
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repared tof
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[Benator Williams said he
of-peifave that the. iov-
nment Was involved in the
gotiations or thHAt it ymuld
ut up a.nv substantial amaunt
ransom.’
How much a contribution the
Bderal Government will make
aing uncertain. One re}»ort
] ight was that it would be
| alout. 000,000 in medicine
o ) 11 $inal
‘a” apparently depends on
w much is raised in private
d corporate contributions.

Negotiations Continulng
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al

td feel a measure of respgnsi-

lity for the men seized in ihe

o

1

partment and Central "Intelli-
gence Agenc '
prog ﬁxe 1mpresston that th
negotidtiony With Premlerwf‘xde
Castro were being handled onl,
by the Cuban Familig Compmit-
tee for £ %;,,;m}a%og 52 Pris-

oners qﬁt ar,

But these and perhaps otheif

arms of the executive appeat]
ta have a deep interest i
proceedings, | afi interest

n @
may éven extend to corisidefabl

control over them,

[,Infbmied gharters in New
York Miq tha.t, the Havana
qs iberaling the
prisonerg were in

%&%ﬁﬁ’mm 17,

..‘total price 01_‘

000,00 to be made up-in
foud, medtcine, ‘cattle vaccine
and clothing.]

mgmgxs of Congres

ecting .. ny us

pigston”

oney i1 ihe
Ay s Eena ors John J
Williams, Republican of Dela-
ware, and flo St , Dem+
ocrat of Mi on th
Senate A gﬁmvedefmr
oppbﬁe&‘ ‘to ¥ Federal pay-

ment,- s
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vasion in April, 1961, His Ad-
niinistration had sanctioned and
agsisted the attempt by Cui;(m
rdfugees to retake the island
fibm the Castro merermnengi1
The White House has refysed
td ‘comment on persxstent re-
| pprts that Mr, Ken;xedy had*ap-
pYoved or abetted ‘the negotia-
tipns that are now going on in
vana. At the least, howeyer.,

t
ti
g

hg detalled reports on their;
ogress.’

The indications are that thes
jefings have been supplied by
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President Kennedy is known

e Presidery, is said to be g‘ety
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‘his brother, Attorney General

Department nlso has refused
comment, except to deny that
ithe -Attorhey General Mspired
the :negotintions and turned
therg aver to James B. Donovan,
the New York “atforney who
has Been representing the Cuban
Families Committee in Meetings
“with: Dr. Castro in Havana this
week. o

It *is known, However, that
Mr. Kennedy and Mr., Donovan
have

b(mtnr in, \cw ”Y“”’R
Stdte Deparﬁnent
also have dese¥iped the negot:
tions as a “private” affair. But
it is knowr thstg8Veral Latin

Cuban Families Cammxttec both
here and in an‘ml and perhaps|
directed some of 1t§ effor‘f,sa,.

. Afl(litmmi Fungds Needed

Sore members..of Caongfess|
'ha"% con kept. inforfmed. of, the
\progress of the negotiations by
the Afiministration, possibly be-
CauSEw Government = payments
have {to be used to supple-
Fment” ﬁnvata and corporate con-
“tributipins to the fund raised for
obtam;n g the caplives’ freedom.
I’zeipwr QGastro was believed
haye set a price of about
%60.00! 1)01 for the rclease ofj
the pﬁsoners One report here
was tkt this could be delivercd
in fodd and medicines whose
value ;{would be determined hy
CRER Culian market prices,
’I‘he Luban, families were said
}{aw obtgined the coopera-
tloz of United States suppliers.
who would furnish the ransom
goods JL th_‘.le more than cost.

The $easons for the Adminis-
gation’s reluclange fo admit a

Robert ¥. Kennedy, The Justige]

conferred _here several ;
‘cx..xeq xecendy Vfr Donovan‘ ig

offlclalsl

American specldlists from the!
department. have: advised the!

fpanied to the meeting

R — - -
role in the negotiations have not
been made clear. It may be be-
cause the United States has
had no.diplomatic relations with
Cuba_ since January, 1961. In
addition, Washington may have
wished to emphasize. the hu-
manitarian purpose of the nego-
itiations and to deny Havana an
‘opportunity of exacting a politi-
cal or higher finsncial price for
‘the priconers.

Tse of U. 8. Finds Oppesed

WASHINGTON, Oct. 10 (AP)
—S8enator John J. Williams,
Republican of Delaware. and
Senator John Stennis, Derocrat
of Mississippi, said today they
were opposed to the Govern-
ment’s paving any ransom for
the release of prisoners taken
% invasion of Cuba. —

lonovan Meets With Castro

VANA, Oct. 10 (UPD
James B. Donovan met with
[Premier (*a\tm today in what
ma: b e final sten in nesefi-
ations I'or the release of 1.1115
Cuban iuvasion prisoners

The meeting began in the
Presidential Palace here shortly
lafter 4 P.M.,, informed sonrces
'said, No details were innnedi-
lately availahle, but  sources
tsaid Mr. Donovan was accom-
hv Mrs.
Berta Barreto, liaison repirosen-

on the

invsion of Cuba.

Earlier today, in a telo pmme
talk with his New York oitice,
Mr. Donovan said he \\mm
“highly optimistic’ that the’
release of the prisoners would
he carried out.
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tative of the Cuban Families:
Committee.
Dr. Castro, in a bilter arfack

United Staies !nst night.:

made no mention of the negoti-
ations. He charged thet the iinit
ed States was preparing an.




